14 May 2008

To:
The Branch Secretary


Postal Branches

Dear Colleague

POSTCOMM SUBMISSION TO THE INDEPENDENT REVIEW

We were contacted by the BBC at 10pm last night to be advised that Postcomm had released their latest submission to the review team.  That submission was released only to the BBC and embargoed until 10pm.

As a result, the 10 o clock BBC news carried a story that Postcomm were calling for some privatisation of Royal Mail to allow for private investment.  The rationale behind this is that Postcomm see this as the solution to Royal Mail’s financial problems.

Since that story, that many of you will have seen, we have spent a lot of the night and the early hours of this morning briefing journalists.   The general secretary appeared on both Radio 5 live and the Today programme on Radio 4 this morning, as well as independent radio news.  You will also be hearing CWU spokesperson quotes this morning.

It is probable that this story will roll out to regional BBC outlets and possibly other local media centres.

The key messages the Union has been responding with are as follows:

· This is another bad decision by Postcomm following the many bad decisions that have led to the problems in the industry.

· This is only Postcomms opinion, and it is the opinion of the review team and ultimately the government that will count.

· Postcomm are again overstepping their remit.  They have consistently been obsessed with the drive to develop the competition model and calling for privatisation is another step from an organisation that is ignoring their public service obligation.

· All industry experts agree that the postal market needs a strong and healthy Royal Mail.  The company needs investment and it needs to use it wisely.  

· Privatisation has been regularly opposed by parliament and there is no political backing for this proposal.  

I am sure you are all well aware of other arguments you can use in line with CWU policies.  However, these have been our key national messages and these can be used to develop a consistent message to the media.  

It is important that we don’t over-react to the media in what is only in essence a Postcomm submission.

Should there be any need for assistance in dealing with the local media, please contact Sian Jones, press officer in my department, on HQ ext 267.    

The General Secretary AND DGSP will issue information as necessary to deal with this development but I have issued this letter now as it is important that we tackle the media with a degree of immediacy. 

Yours sincerely

Kevin Slocombe

Head of Communications    

