CWU Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Conference

On Saturday 15th November 2008 I attended the CWU LGBT Conference in Swansea.
Conference was opened by Cllr. Alan Lloyd, who had been a member of the Post Office Engineering Union (the telecoms fore-runner to the CWU) when he worked for BT some years ago. Alan currently leads the UK delegation for the Council of Europe (This was Europe's first political inter-governmental organisation. It seeks to protect and promote peace, democracy and human rights across the continent). He told us ‘Every minority has a right to be heard and a right to be listened to’
Dave Daniel, the Chair of the CWU LGBT Advisory Committee spoke briefly about the Committee’s work over the past year and some of the successes as well as areas where more work needed to be done, for example, transgender people are still not being given the same protection in law against discrimination as everyone else.
Conference then observed a minutes silence in memory of victims of homophobic attacks.

CWU General Secretary Billy Hayes addressed conference. He told us ‘your work [as a committee] is making an important contribution to the CWU’. But he warned; ‘its one thing to win a policy, another to get it enforced’.

Conference then heard from Derek Walker, head of policy and campaigns for Wales TUC. (Trades Union Council). He explained that LGBT people face unacceptably high levels of harassment at work (1 in 4 according to a recent survey) and high levels of hate crime; people are being murdered because of their sexuality. Derek told us how the 1st Wales TUC LGBT Conference next year would be focusing on homophobic and transphobic bullying in schools.
We then heard from Lindsay England of the Gay Football Supporters Network (GFSN). The GFSN had started life around 15 years ago as a social group and had become a formal group around 10 years ago. They campaign with the FA against homophobia in football.
Martin Reynolds, director of the Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement and an Anglican priest for 31 years, spoke passionately about issues faced by LGBT people including his own experience in a same-sex parent family and the kind of issues he and his partner had faced when adopting children. He told us ‘whether its marriage or civil partnership, it should be the same rights for all – no gay ghettos’.
Conference then heard 11 motions from delegates across the UK on various issues including calls to;
· Lobby and campaign for an end to homophobia in sport.
· Campaign against the blanket ban on healthy gay men giving blood.
· Campaign against the legal loop hole that allows people to discriminate against LGBT people on the grounds of religious belief.
· Raise awareness of the issues facing older LGBT people so they can live their lives with the dignity they deserve.
· Campaign to ensure the strongest possible representations are made to protect the rights of LGBT people across the world, following intimidating behaviour from extremists in countries such as Croatia, Latvia, Estonia, Russia and Poland.
· Campaign to halt the atrocities in Iraq against LGBT people.
· Raise awareness of the issue of domestic violence for LGBT people and to call for the inclusiveness of refuges to help these people.

· Campaign for a national monument to LGBT people, to recognise LGBT people murdered, assaulted or imprisoned.

· Campaign against recent legislation in California; the passing of proposition 8; the removal of the right to marry.
· Call for the CWU to publicly condemn the Stonewall organisation for nominating Julie Brindle for one of this years ‘Stonewall Awards’. Julie Brindle has previously openly expressed transphobic opinions.

· Campaign to remove Joel Edwards from the EHRC (European Human Rights Commission). Joel Edwards has previously opposed all LGBT equality legislation and wants to extend exceptions to equality legislation for faith organisations allowing them to legally discriminate against LGBT people

Conference voted for two motions to be put to General Conference next June. These were Motion 3, which called for a campaign to close the legal loop hole that allows people, on religious grounds, to discriminate against LGBT people and Motion 10, which asks the CWU to raise awareness of the issue of domestic violence for LGBT people and to call for the inclusiveness of refuges to help these people.
Finally, CWU National Equality Officer, Linda Roy closed conference saying ‘the message we send out is that it’s not right and it’s not acceptable to discriminate because of sexual orientation’.
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